Ann Parker Bio

Ann Parker earned degrees in Physics and English Literature at the University of California, Berkeley, before starting a career as a science/corporate writer. Her ancestors include a great-grandfather who was a Leadville blacksmith, a grandmother who worked at the bindery of Leadville's Herald Democrat newspaper, a grandfather who was a Colorado School of Mines professor, and another grandfather who was a gandy dancer on the Colorado railroads. 

Her award-winning Silver Rush historical mystery series is set primarily in the 1880s silver boomtown of Leadville, Colorado, and features Silver Queen Saloon owner Inez Stannert—a woman with a mysterious past, a complicated present, and an uncertain future. 

The series was chosen a "Booksellers Favorite" by the Mountains and Plains Independent Booksellers Association. From first to most recent, the books are Silver Lies, Iron Ties, Leaden Skies, and Mercury’s Rise.

Silver Lies won the Willa Literary Award and the Colorado Gold Award, and was a finalist for the Bruce Alexander Historical Mystery Award as well as for a Western Writers Association Spur Award. It was chosen a best mystery of the year by Publishers Weekly and The Chicago Tribune. 

Iron Ties won the Colorado Book Award for Popular Fiction. In its starred review, Publishers Weekly says, "Parker's outstanding second Silver Rush mystery finds her heroine, Inez Stannert, corset-deep in the intrigues of Leadville, Colo. . . . Plenty of convincing action bodes well for a long and successful series."

Leaden Skies was a finalist for the Colorado Book Award for Genre Fiction.

Booklist described it as “a lively historical tale with a strong female protagonist. The intricate plot, lively characters, and vividly realized historical landscape will appeal to those interested in the Old West as well as to historical-mystery fans.” 
In Mercury’s Rise, protagonist Inez Stannert travels to the fast-rising health resort of Manitou, Colorado, where she discovers that there is no “cure” for murder. Publishers Weekly says, “Parker smoothly mixes the personal dramas and the detection in an installment that’s an easy jumping-on point for newcomers.” Library Journal adds, “A dazzling amount of historical detail is woven in yet never overpowers this story of deceit and greed.… Parker’s depth of knowledge coupled with an all-too-human cast leaves us eager to see what Inez will do next. Encore!”

Ann is a member of the National Association of Science Writers, Mystery Writers of America, Sisters in Crime, International Thriller Writers, Historical Novel Society, Women Writing the West, and Western Writers of America. Ann and her family reside in the San Francisco Bay Area, whence they have weathered numerous boom-and-bust cycles. Website:  http://www.annparker.net

